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---PRESS RELEASE--- 
 

Murder Complaint Filed Against “I-81 Shooter” 
 

September 21, 2015 

 

                

 

Today, John Wayne Strawser was charged with First Degree Murder, for the murder of Timothy Davison 

on January 4, 2014.     
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Rule 3.8 of the Pennsylvania Rules of Professional Conduct outline the “Special Responsibilities of a 

Prosecutor” as it pertains to extrajudicial (outside of court proceedings) statements that have a substantial 

likelihood of heightening public condemnation of the accused.  With care and attention to that rule, please 

be advised of the following and necessarily-limited information below.   

 

On January 4, 2014, Timothy Davison was shot and killed on Interstate 81 just outside Greencastle, PA, 

raising fears and questions from the community as to the identity of the shooter and whether it was a 

random act or specifically directed at Mr. Davison while driving his Mitsubishi Montero.  Now that the 

investigation has concluded and all of the evidence has been gathered, the identity of the shooter is 

known.  Based upon the evidence, it is likewise fair to conclude that at least the initial attack by Strawser 

was specifically intended for someone else.   

 

 

 
 

Mitsubishi Montero driven by Timothy Davison on 1/4/14 

 

 

The Pennsylvania State Police immediately began the investigation and worked tirelessly for over a year 

and a half to locate and charge the killer.  The evidence gathered in the initial phases of the investigation, 

some of which was previously explained to the public, included the following: 

 

 1.    PennDOT video from 1/4/14 showed a vehicle approach and Mr. Davison's vehicle in the  

 median on I-81, and then travel south on I-81. 

 

 2.  In his 911 call, Mr. Davison described a dark Ford Ranger as the one his shooter was driving, 

 and that it had made contact with his vehicle. 
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 3.  A spent .44 casing was found at the murder scene on the date it occurred.  A DNA profile was 

 later developed from the casing.   

 

 4.  On 1/8/14, a Ford Ranger XLT emblem was found at the murder scene on the I-81 median, 

 which would have been included on a 1996-2006 Ford Ranger. 

 

 5.  The paint transfer on Mr. Davison's vehicle was a "lapis" color used on models of Ford Rangers 

 between 1993-1997.   

 

 6.  The Garmin GPS inside Mr. Davison's Montero showed steady speeds from Florida, but a 

 marked increase starting in Martinsburg, WV.   

 

On April 20, 2015, the Pennsylvania State Police were contacted by Jamie Breese, who told them about 

John Wayne Stawser.  He explained that he and his wife knew Strawser and had contact with him on the 

night of 1/3/14 into the early morning of 1/4/14.  Mr. Breese told investigators he thought that Strawser 

had mistaken Mr. Davison's Montero with their silver Honda Pilot.  When he had heard that Strawser was 

recently charged with similar crime in Preston County, West Virginia, he believed his information may be 

relevant to the Pennsylvania State Police.   

 

 
 

General picture of 2006 Honda Pilot, similar to the one owned by Jamie and Courtney Breese on 1/4/14 

 

 

Further, he explained that Strawser's truck was a dark Ford Ranger, and that though it was currently black 

and green in color, it had been painted sometime after 1/4/14.  Additionally, he indicated it had previously 

had left front damage.   

 

Mr. and Mrs. Breese further recounted their volatile history with Strawser, and how he had repeatedly 

contacted them on the night of Mr. Davison's murder.  He could not locate them that night at Cloud Nine 

in Bunker Hill, WV, where he previously been with them in 2013.  As they received more messages and 

threats from Strawser, they departed Cloud Nine without having any contact with Strawser and travelled  
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north on I-81, in the same direction Timothy Davison would have been going.   

 

The evidence gathered in this next phase of the investigation, focused on John Wayne Strawser, yielded 

the following results which linked him to the previously-gathered evidence: 

 

 1.  PSP confirmed that Strawser owned 1997 Ford Ranger with dark lapis paint. 

 

 2.  Cell tower information regarding his mobile phone shows that Strawser was on a call between 

 the area of Martinsburg, WV and Hagerstown, MD.  Records also show that the call was 

 terminated while his phone was in Hagerstown, and just 3 minutes before the first 911 call was 

 received from Timothy Davison.  The cell tower records likewise confirm he made repeated 

 harassing calls to Courtney Breese that evening. 

 

 3.  Strawser's truck, when seized, had some original dark blue color, though it had been painted.  It 

 was also outfitted with what appeared to be new parts.   

 

 

 
 

Strawser's 1997 Ford Ranger 
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 4.  A friend of Strawser's led police to a field Strawser frequented, where they found a Rossi 

 Ranch Hand hidden in a box. 

 

 
 

Stock photo from Rossi 

 

   

 5.  Discovered and seized within Strawser's residence were live .44 rounds and spent casings. 

 

 6.  Lab testing revealed that the casing found at the murder scene was fired from the Rossi Ranch 

 Hand found in the field.   

 

 7.  A DNA profile was obtained from Strawser, which matched the profile previously created from 

 the casing found at the murder scene.   

 

 8.  Strawser's Facebook page showed pictures of the Rossi Ranch Hand, as well as pictures of his 

 Ford Ranger with blue paint as well as the newer black/green paint.   

 

 9.  Particles characteristic of gunshot residue were found in the driver's side area of Strawser's 

 Ranger.   

 

 10.  Though Strawser told investigators has had been working on 1/4/14, his employer told  

 investigators that he had not worked on that date.    

 

I thoroughly applaud the longsuffering and tireless efforts  of the Pennsylvania State Police during the 

course of this investigation, and to Troopers Jason Cachara and David Rush in particular.  The PSP 

tirelessly and selflessly works each day in this community, and throughout the Commonwealth, to keep 

the citizenry safe and secure.  Though its members do not seek praise or adulation, it has indeed been 

earned.  Nonetheless, they could have conducted all of this work alone, or without assistance from other 

law enforcement agencies.  I know PSP, in the truest spirit of "One Team, One Fight," desires to 

publically thank the following agencies which assisted the investigation: 
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WEST VIRGINIA STATE POLICE 

 

PRESTON COUNTY, WV PROSECUTING ATTORNEY MELVIN SNYDER 

 

FBI FIELD OFFICE HARRISBURG 

 

FBI LABORATORY, QUANTICO 

 

MARYLAND STATE POLICE 

 

WASHINGTON COUNTY (MD) SHERIFF 

 

HAGERSTON POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

BERKELY COUNTY (WV) SHERIFF 

 

COLLIER COUNTY, FLORIDA SHERIFF 

 

MAINE STATE POLICE 

 

GREENCASTLE POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

WAYNESBORO POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

WASHINGTON TWP. POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

CHAMBERSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

SHIPPENSBURG POLICE DEPARTMENT 

 

GARRETT COUNTY, MD SHERIFF'S OFFICE 

 

JEFF CONNOR, FRANKLIN COUNTY CORONER 

 

BUREAU OF ALCOHOL, TOBACCO AND FIREARMS 

 

The complaint was filed at the office of Magisterial District Judge Duane Cunningham. 

 

The date for Defendant Strawser's preliminary hearing has not been scheduled at the time of this release.   

 

Timothy Davison's mother and father have been advised of the above.  Law enforcement mourns with 

them and stands by their sides.  We sincerely thank them for their patience to date.     
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The Pennsylvania State Police will be available for on-camera questions at 2:00 P.M. today at Troop H 

Headquarters, on 8000 Bretz Drive in Harrisburg, PA.  

 

 

 

 
*NOTE:  The defendant is accused of the above offense, and readers are reminded that all Defendants are 

presumed innocent unless and until proven guilty.   
























